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Common myths and misconceptions

×Sprinklers activate without a fire

×Smoke activates sprinklers

×All the sprinklers activate together

×Smoke kills, sprinklers donôt help

×Sprinklers are expensive

×Sprinklers are unreliable

These are all untrue!



Vapour bubble

×Fire heats liquid, which expands

×Vapour bubble is compressed

×Above a set temperature (68ÁC) 

the bulb breaks, seal is released

×A simple, mechanical device

×No connection to other 

sprinklers

×Only heatactivates a sprinkler



Analysis of UK fire incident reports

Number of dwelling fires by numbers of heads activated
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Analysis of UK fire incident reports

Number of non-residential fires by numbers of heads activated
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False sprinkler activations are very rare!

Probability around 1 in a million

Based on insurer experience and insider knowledge
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Benefits of  sprinklers

Source: BRE fire tests for British Government
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